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An  Interior  Scene  in  the  Great  House 


came  to  be  called,  was  the  religious  leader  of  ai 
Wurttemberg  to  escape  persecution.  Believin 
devout  people  were  likewise  convinced  that  th 
a communal  life  of  brotherly  love.  This  con 
mony  in  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  180£ 
to  be  administered  by  George  Rapp  and  his 
munity. 

They  stayed  at  Harmony  until  1815,  whe 
Harmony  settlement  to  Robert  Owen  in  1825 
Economy  on  a 3000-acre  tract  extending  for 

Despite  its  spiritual  emphasis,  the  Harmc 
Its  farms  were  well  tilled  and  productive;  th 
market;  and  its  factories  produced  cotton,  w 
claimed  for  their  quality.  Through  its  surplr 
fluence  on  the  economy  of  the  whole  upper 
capital  for  railroads,  oil  wells,  and  many  indr 

The  slow  decline  of  the  Society  began  at 
causes  including  the  practice  of  celibacy,  ur 
energy.  By  1905  it  was  officially  dissolved,  ar 
center  of  the  community,  escheated  to  the  Cc 

Included  among  the  seventeen  surviving 
Hall,  the  symbolic  Grotto  in  the  gardens,  ant 
furnishings  and  exhibits,  these  buildings  gh 
teenth-century  architecture  and  economic  lift 
munity  which  united  high  spirituality  with  il 


I 


DVERLOOKING  the  busy  Ohio,  Old 
Economy  at  Ambridge  is  at  the  western- 
ast  extremity  of  the  Pennsylvania  Trail  of 
iitory.  Set  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  nation’s 
fat  industrial  valleys,  its  peaceful  atmos- 
jne  is  a curious  blending  of  deep  piety,  nine- 
knth-century  communitarianism,  and  the 
ctling  prosperity  of  the  early  Industrial 
jvolution  in  America. 

Old  Economy  was  the  third  and  final 
ne  of  the  Harmony  Society,  founded  by 
orge  Rapp  in  1805.  Father  Rapp,  as  he 
oup  of  German  Pietists,  who  migrated  from 
aat  Christ  would  soon  return  to  earth,  these 
could  best  prepare  for  this  event  by  living 
tion  led  them  to  create  the  Society  at  Har- 
d to  give  up  all  their  property  to  the  Society 
xiates  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  com- 


chey  moved  to  Indiana.  Selling  this  New 
ley  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  establishing 
miles  along  the  Ohio  in  Beaver  County. 
Society  enjoyed  a great  material  prosperity, 
oroducts  of  its  craft  shops  found  a ready 
en,  and  silk  textiles  which  were  highly  ac- 
unds  the  Society  became  a stimulating  in- 
lio  Valley  region,  supplying  investment 
ial  enterprises. 

t 1868  and  was  the  result  of  a variety  of 
!ie  investments,  and  the  loss  of  productive 
fn  1916  two  city  blocks,  which  formed  the 
Inonwealth. 

iuctures  are  Rapp’s  Great  House,  the  Feast 
number  of  shops  and  dwellings.  With  their 
;he  visitor  a good  insight  into  early  nine- 
well  as  an  appreciation  of  this  unique  com- 
sually  efficient  material  talents. 
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Feast  Hall  and  Shops 


Visiting  Hours 

Summer:  8:30  A.  M.  to  5:00  P.  M.  weekdays;  12:0| 
noon  to  6:00  P.  M.  Sunday. 

Winter:  8:30  A.  M.  to  4:30  P.  M.  Monday  to  Fridayl 
10:00  A.  M.  to  4:30  P.  M.  Saturday;  12:00  noon  t«| 
4:30  P.  M.  Sunday. 

Telephone:  Ambridge,  COngress  6-4500 


